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Abstract

Sustainable development in the context of international integration in Vietnam nowadays is an important socio-economic
development strategy, a factor that creates stability and endogenous strength to arouse internal resources and mobilize external
resources for industrialization, modernization, openness and international integration. The paper clarifies the role of sustainable
development in the context of integration; the current situation of sustainable development in Vietnam in recent times; thereby,
proposing some basic orientations for sustainable development in the context of international integration in Vietnam today.
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Introduction

General Secretary To Lam emphasized: “The world is in a period
of epochal change, and the country is also standing at the door of
history to enter a new era, an era of national growth. The country’s
burning reality is posing urgent problems that need to be solved,
which the people are waiting for and the Party, State and National
Assembly are expecting” ), Therefore, sustainable development in
the context of international integration in Vietnam today plays a
very important role in awakening, stimulating and effectively using
resources in the process of socio-economic development,
strengthening national defense - security, and international
integration not only at the present time and stage but also for future
generations. At the same time, sustainable development also allows

for the building of a people’s heart position associated with a
people’s security position, creating a solid and stable internal
strength to promote the cause of industrialization and
modernization, defeat all plots and tricks to sabotage the
Vietnamese revolution by means of “peaceful evolution”, and
firmly protect the socialist Vietnamese Fatherland in the new era -
the era of the Vietnamese people’s growth.

1. The role of sustainable development in the context

of international integration in Vietnam today
Sustainable development is a term that has been used quite
commonly in recent years, especially in forums and conferences on
exchanging and sharing experiences and methods of economic
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development, environmental protection, building social policies,
etc. Especially in the face of the complicated developments of the
world situation in recent times, especially the non-traditional
security challenges that have had a profound and comprehensive
impact on all aspects of human life, posing important requirements
for sustainable development. Sustainable development also has a
decisive meaning for the survival and development of each country
and nation. Sustainable development requires each country and
nation to have specific, immediate and long-term strategies in
planning appropriate mechanisms and policies to protect the right
to life, the right to equality and the right to pursue happiness of
people in a peaceful environment, thereby contributing to
promoting the stable and sustainable development of the country
and nation.

For Vietnam, sustainable development has been mentioned by our
Party and State quite early. Directive No. 36 - CT/TW dated June
25, 1998 on strengthening environmental protection during the
period of promoting industrialization and modernization of the
country has determined the viewpoint: “Environmental protection
is an inseparable basic content in the guidelines, policies and plans
for socio-economic development of all levels and sectors, and is an
important basis for ensuring sustainable development and
successfully implementing the cause of industrialization and
modernization of the country” @. Sustainable development in
general and in the context of international integration in particular
is an important content and measure of the cause of innovating,
promoting industrialization and modernization, creating position
and strength to enhance the country’s position and prestige in the
international arena; strengthening and fostering trust in the Party’s
leadership, in socialism and the path to socialism in Vietnam.
Sustainable development is the basis and premise for gathering and
uniting revolutionary forces, creating internal endogenous strength,
ready to be mobilized to carry out the tasks of building and
defending the Fatherland when situations arise. Sustainable
development is not only in a specific field or profession but covers
and governs all fields and activities of social life. It is the
comprehensive development of all aspects and activities, ensuring
that each activity and each policy in a specific field must be long-
term and stable. Only then can we unleash resources and ensure
sustainable development for the present and the future. Economic
development must always be associated with environmental
protection, building a green economy, a circular economy, positive
supply chains, containing humanity for people in every step and
implementation roadmap.

Sustainable development also contributes to preventing and
repelling negative phenomena in society, by all means to trample
on human dignity and happiness. For profit, economic benefits
without taking into account environmental issues, exploiting and
exhausting natural resources. People run after money, material
benefits, and temporary social relationships that are not stable or
sustainable, which leads to moral and lifestyle degradation and
significantly affects the sustainable development of the country.
Sustainable development is the process of dialectical interaction
between sectors and fields, complementing and supporting each
other to develop together, towards the goal of a rich people, strong
country, democracy, fairness and civilization. Sustainable
development also contributes to attracting investors, enterprises,
economic groups, and economic organizations abroad to Vietnam
to seek opportunities, contributing to promoting the
implementation of roadmaps and steps of the goal of 100 years of
Party founding, 100 years of national development for Vietnam to

become a developed industrial country with high income following
the socialist orientation. Our Party has clearly stated: “Sustainable
development has become a global trend; digital economy, circular
economy, and green growth are development models being chosen

by many countries” ®.

Sustainable development has been mentioned by our Party from
the 6 Congress (1986) to the 13" Congress (2021). In each
Congress, our Party emphasizes, supplements, and clarifies the
content of sustainable development associated with a specific field
or activity. Sustainable development is reflected in the Party’s
viewpoints and guidelines, the State’s policies and laws on all
fields and aspects of human life. The late General Secretary
Nguyen Phu Trong once pointed out: “We need sustainable
development in harmony with nature to ensure a healthy living
environment for present and future generations, not to exploit,
appropriate resources, consume material goods without limit and
destroy the environment® ®. The views of the late General
Secretary expressed profound humanistic thoughts, the superiority
of socialism and contained the aspirations of communist ideals.
The development of any industry or field of activity must ensure
friendliness, closeness, and harmony with nature and human living
environment. Development must be associated with preservation,
protection, and the fight against and condemnation of negative
phenomena and acts of environmental destruction, disregard for
morality, ethics, and traditional culture of the nation; and the use of
all schemes and tricks to trample on human life. The 9" Party
Congress (2001) emphasized: “Economic growth goes hand in
hand with cultural development, gradually improving people’s
material and spiritual life, achieving social progress and equity,
protecting and improving the environment” ®. The 10" National
Congress (2006) of the Party further emphasized that sustainable
development must be for people: “Making social progress and
equity in every step and every development policy; economic
growth goes hand in hand with cultural, health, and educational
development, and effectively resolves social issues for the goal of
human development” ©. The 11" National Party Congress (2011)
especially emphasized the country’s sustainable development:
“Sustainable development is the basis for rapid development; rapid
development is to create resources for sustainable development.
Rapid and sustainable development must always be closely linked
in planning, plans and strategies for socio-economic development”
™. The 12" National Congress (2016) of the Party affirmed:
“Ensuring rapid and sustainable development on the basis of
macroeconomic  sustainability —and constantly  improving
productivity, quality, efficiency and competitiveness. Harmonious
development between breadth and depth, focusing on depth
development” ®. The 13" National Party Congress (2021)
especially emphasized the sustainable development of all sectors of
the country: “The country’s overall development strategy is to
comprehensively, synchronously promote the country’s rapid and
sustainable development innovation” ©.

From the role of sustainable national development and the Party’s
viewpoint, we can draw some basic issues as follows: First,
affirming the particularly important position and role of sustainable
development in each specific field and activity. Second, sustainable
development must be placed in a comprehensive relationship with
the country’s general activities, aiming to best ensure that people
can promote their potential and strengths in each specific field and
activity. Third, sustainable development is long-term, stable, best
solves the relationship between economic development and
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cultural development, makes progress and social justice; each
specific field and activity implements sustainable development.

In recent years, under the leadership of the Party and the
management of the State, sustainable development in our country
has achieved many important results in all areas of social life,
contributing to enhancing the country’s position and prestige in the
international arena. Policies for economic, cultural, health and
educational development are all closely linked to improving the
material and spiritual life of the people, ensuring a clean
environment and air. The Party has set out a system of viewpoints
and guidelines on sustainable development in the Congresses,
Resolutions and Directives of the Party. The State concretizes into
correct and appropriate strategies, programs and plans for socio-
economic development for each sector and field. Encouraging the
development of green economy, circular economy, implementing
rural economic development programs and projects, and effectively
exploiting and using resources. Agencies, departments and
branches from the central to local levels strengthen inspection and
supervision of the implementation of programs and projects in
localities, listen to feedback from the people, and make
adjustments and supplements to mechanisms and policies.
Handling in accordance with the law for businesses, factories, and
enterprises that discharge waste into the environment and do not
build an environmental pollution treatment system. Our Party
evaluates: “People’s lives have improved significantly; the rate of
poor households according to the multi-poverty standard has
decreased to below 3%, social housing has received attention; the
millennium development goals have been completed, including
many goals on poverty reduction, health care, and education
completed ahead of schedule, which are considered bright spots,
and the sustainable development goals by 2030 are being actively

implemented” @0,

However, besides the results achieved in sustainable development,
there are still some limitations: the awareness and responsibility of
some Party committees, Party organizations, heads of agencies,
units and localities regarding sustainable development are not
profound, comprehensive, adequate and unified; economic
development has not been linked with sustainable development,
they still pursue profits and immediate benefits, and have not paid
attention to the longevity of policies in each field and activity.
Environmental pollution problems still occur in many places. Some
localities have not paid enough attention to solving and taking care

of people’s health, especially in remote areas, ethnic minority
areas, the poverty rate is still high; the phenomenon of re-poverty
and re-illiteracy still exists. Policies on sustainable socio-economic
development have not been concretized and institutionalized into
specific goals and tasks by some localities.

2. Some basic orientations for  sustainable
development in the context of deep international
integration in Vietnam today

In the coming time, the world and regional situation will have
many rapid, complicated and unpredictable developments;
opportunities and luck will be intertwined with risks and
challenges, which are: strategic competition between major
countries is fierce, intense, and complicated to influence small
countries and countries with low economies that depend on major
countries. Ethnic conflicts, disputes over sovereignty, islands,
borders and territories continue in many places with increasingly
complex and fierce levels and nature. Non-traditional security
challenges, such as: climate change, arms race, terrorism, poverty,

epidemics, depletion of natural resources... are major issues,
directly threatening human life and the sustainable development of
each country and nation... Although the domestic situation is
basically stable, there are still many potential risks and challenges.
The four risks that our Party has pointed out still exist, and in some
aspects they are more fierce and complicated, especially the
situation of corruption, negativity, and degradation in political
ideology, ethics, and lifestyle among a significant number of
cadres and Party members that have not been effectively prevented
and pushed back; the gap between rich and poor has not been
narrowed, and the rate of poor households in remote, isolated, and
ethnic minority areas still exists... The Resolution of the 13"
National Congress and the Resolution of the 13" Central
Committee of the Party determine the roadmap and goals for the
100" anniversary of the founding of the country and the 100"
anniversary of the founding of the Party, which is to turn our
country into a developed industrialized country with high income
following a socialist orientation. To achieve this goal, the entire
political system and the entire people must carry out great national
unity, uphold will and determination, and promote the highest
spirit of self-confidence, self-reliance, self-reliance, and national
pride to bring the country into a new era - the era of the
Vietnamese people’s growth. That reality requires our country’s
political system to have basic orientations for sustainable
development in the current context of international integration.

Firstly, thoroughly grasping and deeply understanding
the Party’s viewpoints and guidelines, the State’s
policies and laws on sustainable development.

Party committees, party organizations, heads of agencies, units and
localities need to thoroughly grasp and deeply perceive the
importance of the Party’s viewpoints and guidelines, the State’s
policies and laws on sustainable development in order to achieve
the goal of a rich people, a strong country, democracy, fairness,
civilization, and the development of a prosperous and happy
country. Based on the Party’s regulations, heads of agencies, units
and localities need to specify them into appropriate sustainable
development goals, programs and plans, which are suitable to the
characteristics of the situation, requirements and tasks set forth.
Popularizing and widely disseminating to people and businesses
about sustainable development in different fields and sectors of
social life. Sustainable development is people-centered, providing
the best opportunities and conditions for people to promote their
intelligence, experience and initiatives for the country.
Strengthening the leadership and direction of Party committees,
Party organizations, heads of agencies, units and localities towards
sustainable development in specific fields and activities. Do not
trade immediate benefits for moral and lifestyle degradation, the
crack in good traditional social relations of the nation,
environmental pollution, and depletion of natural resources.
Strongly promoting the spirit and responsibility of cadres, party
members and civil servants in implementing sustainable
development of the Party and State; thereby, guiding, orienting and
coordinating with people and businesses to effectively implement
the Party’s viewpoints and guidelines, the State’s policies and laws
on sustainable development.

Second, strengthening State management of sustainable
development in each specific field and activity.

The State sets out mechanisms and policies, builds and
promulgates a legal system to ensure that all fields and professions
develop in accordance with socialist orientation, for the benefit of
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the nation and people. State management of sustainable
development for each sector and field is carried out regularly,
continuously, with focus and key points. Agencies, functions and
departments from the central to local levels promote spirit and
responsibility in inspecting, examining and supervising the
implementation of development in each specific sector and field.
Reviewing and evaluating fundamentally and comprehensively any
industries and fields that develop without paying attention to
environmental protection, causing public outrage; operations must
be immediately stopped and handled in accordance with the law.
Adjusting, supplementing and perfecting the law on sustainable
development in each specific sector and field to ensure humanity
and humaneness in each mechanism and policy on implementing
sustainable development of the country. There is decentralization
in State management of sustainable development for specific
sectors and fields in localities. Promoting the sense of
responsibility of heads of agencies, units and localities in
sustainable development. If there are violations of the law in
sustainable development, appropriate and proper handling
measures must be taken.

Third, perfecting the law on sustainable development for
all sectors and fields of social life and putting the
interests of the nation and people first and foremost.

Our Party affirms: “Build a system and have a mechanism to
monitor resources, environment and climate change; forecast and
warn of natural disasters, pollution and environmental disasters,
and epidemics. There is a plan to fundamentally overcome the
destruction and depletion of resources and environmental
pollution”®.  Accordingly, mechanisms and policies on
sustainable development in each field and profession continue to
be researched, supplemented and perfected in accordance with
practical requirements, tasks of national development and the
world context; laws on sustainable development closely follow the
practical movements and development of society, reflect emerging
social issues and have future forecasts to plan and determine
appropriate, effective legal mechanisms and policies. The law on
sustainable national development always puts the national and
ethnic interests first and foremost, not harming the independence,
sovereignty, unity, and sacred territorial integrity of the Fatherland;
creating conditions for subjects and forces to participate in the
process of socio-economic development of the country,
strengthening national defense and security, expanding foreign
relations and international cooperation in solving global issues.
Agencies, departments and branches with the function and task of
drafting laws on sustainable development need to have the
capacity, qualifications, moral qualities, lifestyle, and strategic
vision to evaluate and recognize the movement and development
trends of each policy in each field. On that basis, advise and
propose appropriate measures. Laws on sustainable national
development must be strict, easy to remember, easy to do, easy to
implement, aiming at building an increasingly prosperous and
happy country, not for a group of people but for all classes of
people. Regularly making adjustments to suit the characteristics of
the situation, requirements, and tasks at each stage and time;
contribute to preventing, combating, and repelling negative and
weak points in the implementation of sustainable development of
cadres, party members, and civil servants with poor ethics, not for
the benefit of the Party and the collective.

Conclusion

Sustainable development is the need and aspiration of the entire
political system, the entire nation and our overseas Vietnamese.
Therefore, we must persevere and resolutely develop the country in
a sustainable direction, not trading economic benefits to harm the
implementation of social progress and equity. Sustainable
development must aim to ensure the best human life, improve
material life, satisfy spiritual needs, and have the best environment
for people to contribute their talents and intelligence to the country.
We are living in a volatile world with very rich, diverse and
complex relationships that influence each other. Therefore, more
than ever, it is necessary to recognize and correctly assess the
development trends of the world and the region, correctly assess
the current state of social issues, and from there, build and plan a
correct and appropriate sustainable development policy.
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