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Abstract 

This paper examines the crossroads between divine revelation and technological innovation from the perspective of the Old 

Testament with the thesis that the origin of techno-culture is deeply rooted in biblical theology. In contrast to the modern secular 

discourse that separates science from religion, the Old Testament portrays technology as a godly enterprise commissioned and 

guided by God. Employing exegetical examination of the three great biblical narratives concerning technology in the construction 

of Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, and the Tabernacle, this study reveals that human creativity and skill were regularly stimulated 

by God and morally regulated. The instances of Bezalel and Oholiab are biblical models in which technological skill is considered 

a spiritual gift for the service and worship of the community. The research also reflects the ethical and theological dimensions of 

technological advancements, highlighting that innovation must align with God's will, the common good, and moral duty. Amidst a 

digital culture age increasingly marked by artificial intelligence, virtual worlds, and autonomous networks, the research calls for a 

fresh theological imagination that situates technology within the framework of stewardship, justice, and the image of God. By 

uncovering the theological origins of techno-culture, contemporary societies are spurred to rethink innovation not only as human, 

but as a divine co-working with the Creator.  

Keywords: Techno-theology, Old Testament and Technology, Divine Innovation, Digital Ethics and Faith, Theology of 

Technology in Africa 
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Introduction 
The rapid progress of science and technology over the past decades 

has subjected human society to earth-shaking revolutions, 

transforming how people communicate, travel, learn, work, and 

even pray. Artificial intelligence, genetic modification, virtual 

spaces, and smart infrastructure are just a few examples of the 

revolutionary trends sweeping across the globe, all founded on 

technological innovation (Godspower, U., 2023:47). These 

advances have inspired not just awe and amazement but also 

ethical debates, theological reflection, and philosophical 

questioning about the nature of human creativity and its connection 

or lack thereof to God. Technology has often been historically 

conceived in secular terms, as a human invention, experiment, and 

achievement (Godspower, U., 2023:47). The Enlightenment and 

the subsequent scientific revolutions fostered a worldview that 

disconnected technological advancement from the presence of 

God, emphasising reason, empiricism, and human control (Reinke, 

T., 2025). In this environment, God was rarely included in the 

discussions of science and technology but was relegated instead to 

personal faith and religious ritual. Such bifurcation has further 

resulted in a cultural dialogue wherein science and religion have 

come to be seen as opposed entities, technology the domain of 

reason and progress, and religion the domain of tradition and belief 

(Swarthout, J., 2003:20). 

This division is neither historically true nor theologically 

acceptable. Technology advancements such as metallurgy, 

architecture, agriculture, and writing were, in many of the ancient 

civilizations, including the biblical Hebrew civilization, 

inseparably a part of religious life and divine purpose (George, S. 

E., 2006:32). The Old Testament gives us a glimpse of a world 

where the technological and the divine were not mutually opposed 

but complementary. Human ingenuity, as it is portrayed in the 

Hebrew Bible, is often shown to have proceeded from divine 

guidance, instruction, or inspiration. Whether it is building Noah's 

Ark according to God's instructions, the Tower of Babel as a sign 

of man's pride, or the fabrication of the Tabernacle and its holy 

vessels according to God's exact specifications, technology reveals 

spiritual significance and heavenly origin. These examples are not 

merely utilitarian anecdotes in the biblical narrative; they are 

theological attestations regarding the human creative process and 

its relation to God (Wallace, W. M., 2007:12). Bezalel's case, for 

instance, in Exodus 31:1–6, is of particular significance. Bezalel, 

filled with wisdom, understanding, and knowledge by the Spirit of 

God, engaged in every type of workmanship. This passage not only 

acknowledges craftsmanship as a worthy and religious vocation but 

also holds that artistic and technical skill are gifts of God, 

conferred to make it possible to create a space for divine presence 

among people. This vision contradicts current assumptions of 

compartmentalising the holy and the technical. Instead, it presents 

a general vision in which human culture, sacred technology, and all 

other aspects stand under God's intention and will (Giuliana, G. T., 

2023:203-234). 

In contemporary times, as humanity stands at the crossroads of 

unprecedented technological power and moral responsibility, the 

Old Testament perspective offers a timely and foundational lens 

through which to reassess our approach to innovation. It calls for a 

return to a sacred imagination, one that views technology not as a 

threat to spiritual life but as a potential means of fulfilling divine 

mandates when rightly used, ethically guided, and spiritually 

grounded (Philips, R., 2025). Consequently, the background to this 

study is contrary to the position that the meeting of God and 

technology is not an innovation, but something rooted in the 

ancient narrative of Scripture. Through this type of examination of 

these convergences, this study aims to uncover the heavenly 

agenda behind early instances of techno-culture and to invite 

contemporary readers to think about innovation not merely as a 

human creation, but as a sanctified collaboration between the 

Creator and the created (Walters, C., 2025). 

Understanding Techno-Culture 
The term techno-culture refers to the intersection of technological 

innovation and cultural realities, values, and social structures. It is 

generally regarded as a secular matter that is studied in scientific 

disciplines, innovation and human ideas. However, conducting a 

theological analysis, it is apparent that the origin and application of 

technology to human existence in the life of man do not exist 

without God (Kozinets, R., 2022: 156). Techno-culture is a 

complex and dynamic process that reflects the interactive 

relationship between technology and the cultural frameworks in 

which it is situated. It encompasses how technological 

developments shape and are shaped by human values, practices, 

institutions, beliefs, and worldviews. In its broadest sense, techno-

culture defines the inseparability of technological change and 

cultural creativity, with a focus on how various tools, machines, 

and electronic media are not merely functional or passive entities 

but are also active participants in the construction of social realities 

and identities (Alimjonova, G., 2021:78-84). 

In contemporary usage, techno-culture is depicted as the era of the 

digital, marked by the advent of the internet, artificial intelligence, 

robotics, and virtual realities. They define how people 

communicate, work, worship, learn, and interact with the world. 

However, the idea of techno-culture is hardly new. From the 

invention of the wheel and the domestication of fire through the 

development of writing and architecture, human cultures have 

always been characterised by their tools and technological 

capacities (Alimjonova, G., 2021:84). Each era has its combination 

of cultural values and technological breakthroughs, which, in their 

turn, influence the path of civilisation. Techno-culture is not a by-

product of innovation that is passive; it is an interpretive and 

intentional act. Technologies have embedded values and 

assumptions, frequently mirroring the ideologies, priorities, and 

even religious worldviews of developing cultures (Wijayanto, E., 

2023:227). For instance, an efficiency- and productivity-driven 

society might design machines to maximize output, while one that 

emphasizes living in harmony with the environment might develop 

green technologies. That is, all technological artefacts are, in some 

sense, cultural statements about who we are, what we value, and 

what we want to do (Sarbiewska, J., 2024:20-24). 

The Old Testament and the Origin of 

Technology 
The Old Testament is a rich tapestry of human imagination and 

divine inspiration woven together in the ongoing drama of creation, 

covenant, and community. Rather than being silent on the matter of 

technology, the Hebrew Bible offers incisive reflections on its 

origin, nature, and meaning for human society (Goswell, J., 2022). 

At the start of the creation narrative, technology is not portrayed as 

a secular or autonomous power, but rather as a component of 

human culture that arises normally under God's sovereignty and for 

divine purposes (Goswell, J., 2022). The first implicit reference to 

technology in the Bible is found in the early chapters of the book 
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of Genesis. After the man was driven out of the Garden of Eden, 

the descendants of Adam and Eve began learning various skills and 

trades. In Genesis 4:20–22, we are introduced to the descendants of 

Cain: Jabal, "the father of those who lives in tents and have 

livestock," Jubal, "the father of all those who play the lyre and the 

pipe," and Tubal-Cain, "who fashioned all instruments of bronze 

and iron" (Ellul, J., 1984:126). These verses contain the start of 

agriculture, music, and metallurgy, which are cornerstones of 

technological and cultural progress. Surprisingly, they are not 

depicted as accidents or threats to divine order, but as natural 

outgrowths of human ingenuity and adaptability in a post-Edenic 

world. 

Old Testament technology is also closely tied to divine command. 

One of the earliest examples of this is the construction of Noah's 

Ark (Genesis 6:14–16). As an answer to God's judgment on the 

world, God provides Noah with exact architectural and engineering 

specifications to build a massive boat that will preserve life. The 

detail of the instructions from the type of wood to use to the size 

and the interior layout implies a divine plan for human creativity 

(Schuurman, D., 2013:33-34). 

 

Papyrus Fragment – Bernard Grenfell. Online Source. 

The ark is a symbol of salvation through technological obedience, 

illustrating how God can take human work and design and use it 

for redemptive purposes. A second fundamental example is that of 

the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1–9. Here, humanity collectively 

is engaged in a technological project, using bricks and mortar to 

build a city and a tower "that reaches to the heavens." Unlike the 

Ark, however, the Babel story is one of misuse of technological 

potential. The people sought to make a name for themselves and to 

concentrate power, in defiance of God's command to fill the earth. 

Their technological ingenuity, however great, became an 

expression of pride and autonomy, to which God reacted by 

confounding their languages and dispersing them (Johnson, R., 

2025).  

The longest expression of divinely commanded technology in the 

Old Testament is the building of the Tabernacle, presented in 

exhaustive detail in Exodus 25–40. God gives Moses explicit 

directions for the building of the sanctuary, covering materials, 

measurements, furnishings, and even the garments of the priests. 

At the heart of this project are artisans such as Bezalel and 

Oholiab, who are described as being filled with the Spirit of God 

and endowed with wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and 

craftsmanship (Exodus 31:1–6). Here is a theological vision in 

which artistic and technical ability are seen as a spiritual gift, rather 

than a merely acquired trade. The Tabernacle, a portable worship 

centre, was a divinely human architectural masterpiece, both 

aesthetically beautiful and ritually functional (Taylor, S., & Todd, 

P., 1995:144-176). 

In the grand narrative of Israel's history, technology was also 

germane for survival and governance. The Israelites fashioned 

tools for agriculture, weapons for warfare, and structures for 

communal living. Though the Old Testament may not necessarily 

highlight these in detail, their presence is assumed in the logistics 

of a nation's growth. Furthermore, the Torah's legal statutes, such 

as those concerning weights, measures, sanitation, and construction 

(e.g., Deuteronomy 22:8), reveal both an awareness of 

technological matters and a desire to regulate ethical norms and 

beliefs. In this manner, the Old Testament affirms that technology 

lies within the creational purpose of God and human vocation 

(Taylor, S., & Todd, P., 1995:176). It is both a manifestation of the 

―imago Dei,‖ the image of God in humanity and a means of 

participating in God's ongoing work in the world. The scriptures 

also include admonitions against the misuse of technology when it 

has become an idol, a cause of human pride, or a tool of injustice 

(Kumar, A., 2025:42-65). 

Ethical and Spiritual Dimensions of 

Technology in the Old Testament 
One of the earliest spiritual and ethical observations on technology 

is within the account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). This 

is not a tale merely of city design or engineering development; it 

reveals an underlying issue of human pride and misuse of 

technological ability. Human beings applied their understanding of 

how to produce a brick and built a tower that would "touch the 

heavens," so that they could make a name for themselves and not 

be scattered (Chen, Z., & He, Y., 2024:1634-1645). While their 

technological advance was impressive, it was misdirected into self-

complacency and resistance to God's command to populate the 

earth. The ethical problem here is not the invention but its purpose 

and motive. Spiritually, the undertaking represents an attempt to 

replace God's reliance with human authoritarianism and 

bureaucracies. God's response, to mingle their languages and 

scatter them, emphasised that all endeavours in technology must 

remain within the boundaries of God's will and communal unity 

(Chen, Z., & He, Y., 2024: 1645). 

A second familiar instance of ethical application of technology is 

found in the construction of the Tabernacle (Exodus 25–40). 

Unlike at Babel, this is an initiative taken by God, who charges 

Moses with certain architectural specifications for a consecrated 

space in which He will dwell amongst His people. The religious 

dimension cannot be denied: the Tabernacle is not merely an 

edifice but a place of divine encounter (Lapsley, J. (Ed.)., 

2007:43). The craftsmen who work on it, Bezalel and Oholiab, are 

described as being endowed by the Spirit of God to be filled with 

wisdom, understanding, and skill for imaginative and technical 

work (Exodus 31:1–6). This divine authority bears witness to those 
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abilities in technology and art are gifts of God, to be used for the 

glory of God and the good of the covenant people. Ethically, the 

Tabernacle shows how technology, under God's guidance and done 

with reverence, is an instrument of holiness and service (Savin-

Baden, M., & Reader, J., 2018:54). 

 

Tower of Babel – Wikipedia. Online Sources. 

The story of Noah's Ark (Genesis 6–9) also integrates ethical 

obedience and spiritual significance. God gives Noah precise 

instructions for the construction of the Ark, a vessel constructed 

not for human desire but for preserving life. The obedient 

fulfilment of this technological feat by Noah shows moral trust and 

spiritual submission. The Ark, as with the Tabernacle, is an 

innovation sanctioned by God, with redemptive and restorative 

intent. Here, technology is a way of salvation, highlighting that 

under divine guidance, it can be useful to life, continuity, and 

covenant (Gordis, R., 1976:20). Again and again, the legal material 

throughout the Torah addresses the ethical use of instruments, 

buildings, and labour. For example, Deuteronomy 22:8 commands 

a parapet to be built around the roof of a new house so that there 

will be no bloodshed, indicating ethical responsibility to protect 

life by architectural design. Exodus 20–23 includes mandates for 

fair work practices, kindness in the treatment of animals in 

farming, honest weights and measures, tools of technology, and 

assistance in business. All these commandments have assumed a 

vision where tools and technology would be used fairly, 

considering the welfare of other people and the value of life 

(Awojobi, O., & Okunade, N. T., 2024:20-24). 

 

Why Noah's Ark will never be found. Online Sources. 

Besides that, the prophets more often condemn the abuse of 

economic and technological power to do what is morally wrong. 

Isaiah, Amos, and Micah reproach the rulers for using their 

resources and riches, technologically improved by tools of war, 

construction, and commerce, to suppress the weak and abuse the 

powerless. These prophetic utterances call for the establishment of 

righteousness and justice, revealing the truth that technology, when 

separated from moral and spiritual accountability, becomes a tool 

of corruption and idolatry. Spiritually, the Old Testament locates 

human creativity, as well as technology, within the imago Dei, that 

is, the belief that human beings are made in the image of God 

(Genesis 1:26–27; Awojobi, O., & Okunade, N. T., 2024:20-24). 

Such an assumption means that the capacity to create, form, and 

invent conveys divine attributes. This creative potential is not 

autonomous or ethically neutral; however, it is to be used in 

allegiance to God's character, which is holy, just, and life-giving. 

The religious nature of technology, therefore, lies in the fact that 

human creativity is a collaboration with divine imagination to 

advance life, beauty, justice, and worship. 

Implications for Contemporary Techno-

Culture 
The convergence of biblical reflection on technology and 

contemporary accelerating techno-culture has profound 

implications for individuals, societies, and communities who wish 

to render innovation consonant with moral and religious values. At 

a time when digital technologies, artificial intelligence, 

biotechnology, and virtual worlds are redefining humanity, the Old 

Testament offers a corrective vision against which contemporary 

techno-culture can be evaluated and oriented. The ancient wisdom 

of Scripture, even as it was penned in pre-industrial times, is 

surprisingly contemporary in its critique of the moral, social, and 

theological dimensions of human creativity. One of the most 

obvious implications is the moral accountability that accompanies 

technological advancement. The Old Testament teaches us that 

technology is not neutral; it reflects the motives, priorities, and 

intentions of those who are using it. Parables like the Tower of 

Babel point to the dangers of pursuing innovation for pride, 

control, or disobedience to God's design. Presently, it is directly 

pertinent to the use of technology by societies for espionage, 

warfare, exploitation of data, and discrimination by algorithms. 

The biblical parable challenges today's technologists, corporate 

leaders, and lawmakers to ask themselves: ―For whom does this 

technology get constructed‖? ―Is it progressing equity and justice‖? 

―Is it hubristic or humble‖? 

In doing so, the ancient book establishes a foundation for 

contemporary techno-ethics a paradigm of success measured not in 

efficiency or dollars, but in integrity, stewardship, and the well-

being of the community. The biblical emphasis upon the 

community and the covenant also militates against the 

individualistic and consumerist currents of contemporary techno-

culture. Online life is characterised by individualisation, 

disconnection, and self-interest, but the Old Testament views 

technology for the common good. The construction of the Ark and 

Tabernacle was a community engagement with a holy purpose, 

done not for individuals but for salvation and worship. In today's 

world, this paradigm suggests that technological innovation should 

aim for inclusion, access, and participation. 

It also raises issues about the digital divide, where access to 

technology remains unevenly distributed, and about the 

commodification of human attention and social connections in 

virtual and social space. Another powerful implication is the 

reiteration of human creativity as a divine gift, second only to the 

Creator. The craft ability of artisans Bezalel and Oholiab (Exodus 

31) shows that design and craftsmanship are spiritual callings. In 

the digital age, this highlights the need for vocational integrity, an 

acknowledgement that engineers, developers, artists, and 

innovators are co-participants in a sacred trust. Their contributions 

should not only exemplify technical competence but also a sense of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_Babel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_Babel
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/noahs-ark-archaeology-search-science
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/noahs-ark-archaeology-search-science
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awe and accountability for the consequences of their work on 

human existence, the planet, and spiritual life. 

Faith communities, therefore, have a role in encouraging moral 

innovation and cultivating a generation of technologists who 

recognise their calling as ministry and service. The Old Testament 

also offers a warning about the danger of idolatry, putting created 

things before the Creator. In modern techno-culture, this is 

particularly relevant as the community starts to vest ultimate 

power, knowledge, and authority in technology. Artificial 

intelligence, virtual avatars, and internet economies can become 

idols when they are conceived as the source of truth, identity, or 

salvation. The prophets charged the people not to rely solely on 

human creations (Isaiah 44:9–20), a proclamation that resounds 

with the contemporary temptation to place faith in algorithms or 

find meaning mostly through digital discourse.  

The Scriptures remind us that while technology can enhance life, it 

cannot replace the divine or fulfil the deepest human needs. 

Furthermore, the Old Testament emphasises rest, limits, and the 

Sabbath, which critiques the unceasing pace of digital life. In a 

culture of constant connectivity, instant communication, and 24/7 

productivity, the biblical principle of the Sabbath serves as a 

countercultural call to disengage, reflect, and recalibrate. It 

suggests that rest is not idempotence but a sacred rhythm that is 

vital for spiritual renewal and resistance to the dominance of 

technological overindulgence. In practice, this translates into the 

need to have digital sabbaths, overcoming technical design rules 

that respect human boundaries, and cultural transformations that 

verify presence, contemplation, and relational integrity. 

Third, the implications of Old Testament theology for 

contemporary techno-culture call for a redreaming of purpose. 

Instead of asking simply what technology can do, we are called to 

ask why it is to be done and for whom it is to be done. This calls 

for linking innovation with the biblical vision of Shalom, peace, 

justice, and the right relationship with God, others, and creation. It 

entails an understanding that true progress is not only technical but 

moral and spiritual. In short, the Old Testament offers eternal 

wisdom for navigating the vows and risks of contemporary techno-

culture. It attests to the efficacy and possibility of human 

innovation in conjunction with the responsibility to God and 

others. As civilisations further develop, the biblical testimony is 

one of humility, discernment, justice, and adoring orientation, 

ensuring that technology will continue to be a tool of human 

flourishing in God's kingdom, not another tower of Babel in 

cybernetic disguise. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
This journey to the intersection of God and technology, especially 

from the position of the Old Testament, reveals a foundational and 

enduring theological narrative regarding the origin, purpose, and 

moral trajectory of human innovation. The Old Testament is not 

opposed to technology; rather, it is a God-ordained setting in which 

technological advancement is not only a reflection of the divine in 

man but also a responsibility given to man under the authority of 

God. From the construction of the Ark and Tabernacle to the 

warnings embedded in the Babel narrative and prophetic literature, 

the Bible outlines a moral-spiritual imperative that stipulates how 

human technology must be directed toward worship, justice, 

stewardship, and the common good. With these observations in 

mind, it is clear that modern techno-culture needs to be studied not 

only in terms of progress and convenience, but also in terms of 

purpose, responsibility, and theological ethics. As technology 

continues to permeate human identity, relationships, economy, 

nature, and spirituality, the wisdom of the Old Testament demands 

a reorientation. This is a voluntary turning back to God as the 

origin and director of all human creativity. 

The Old Testament espouses a vision for technology that is 

subservient to God's will, respectful of human dignity, and 

communal in its frame. It espouses a rejection of idolatrous desires 

for power and control in favour of the virtues of humility, 

stewardship, and righteousness. These biblical values serve as an 

antidote to contemporary temptations toward technological 

determinism and unreflective innovation. As technological tools 

wield such disproportionate influence today, innovation built on 

spiritual and ethical reflection is not an option—it is a requirement. 

Recommendations 

i. Theological schools, communities of faith, and Christian 

technologists need to engage in conversations and 

paradigms that bring biblical ethics to the centre of 

technological innovation and utilisation.  

ii. Christian schools and churches should educate believers 

on the ethical issues of technology from biblical 

illustrations. From such illustrations as Bezalel's Spirit-

empowered work or Noah's obedient engineering, 

believers would be encouraged to use their talents toward 

divine ends.  

iii. Christian communities and leaders must model a pattern 

and teach appropriate technology use, encouraging 

practices such as digital sabbaths, discernment online, 

and ethical consumption of media.  

iv. In a world increasingly controlled by artificial 

intelligence and virtual reality, the church must renew 

the message that human persons, created in the image of 

God, are more than data, production, or online presence.  

v. Christian thinkers, theologians, scientists, and tech 

innovators must form collaborative platforms to address 

the spiritual and ethical challenges of new technologies. 

These associations can define policy and innovation 

trajectories with biblical wisdom and moral judgment. 
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