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Abstract 

Islamic education in Indonesia has evolved from traditional pesantren to more formal institutions such as madrasahs and Islamic 

universities, forming a comprehensive and context-sensitive system. In today’s globalized world—marked by rapid technological 

advancement, cultural transformation, and the spread of transnational ideologies—Islamic education in Indonesia must adapt 

while preserving its core values. This paper aims to examine the position, role, challenges, and opportunities of Indonesian Islamic 

education within the global context and to offer strategic recommendations for strengthening its international presence. Using a 

qualitative descriptive method based on library research, the study analyzes various academic sources, including journals, books, 

research reports, and policy documents. The content analysis reveals that Indonesia's Islamic education system is characterized by 

moderation (wasatiyyah), inclusivity, and integration of local wisdom. However, it faces significant challenges such as the erosion 

of religious identity due to secular and liberal influences, the rise of radical ideologies, and the ethical risks of digital technology. 

These dynamics particularly affect youth, who often experience cognitive dissonance in reconciling Islamic values with global 

cultural trends. Despite these obstacles, Indonesia’s Islamic education has immense global potential. The international community 

increasingly recognizes Indonesia’s moderate Islamic model, and the rise of digital learning platforms and global Muslim 

diasporas creates new pathways for outreach. This paper advocates curriculum reform, the promotion of digital literacy, and the 

internationalization of institutions as key strategies. By aligning religious education with 21st-century competencies and global 

standards, Indonesian Islamic education can function as a source of cultural diplomacy and contribute meaningfully to the global 

Muslim community.  

Keywords: Islamic education, globalization, and curriculum reform, digital literacy. 
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Introduction 
Islamic education in Indonesia has a long and dynamic historical 

trajectory, ranging from traditional Islamic boarding schools 

(pesantren) to modern Islamic-based educational institutions. As 

the country with the largest Muslim population in the world, 

Indonesia bears both a moral and strategic responsibility to 

advocate moderate Islamic values on the global stage. In this era of 

globalization—marked by the rapid advancement of information 

technology, the transnational flow of knowledge, and cross-border 

ideological challenges—Islamic education in Indonesia cannot 

operate exclusively or in isolation from these global dynamics. 

Numerous studies have revealed that Indonesia's Islamic education 

system is characterized by its moderate, inclusive, and adaptive 

nature in embracing national values and pluralism. Institutions 

such as pesantren, madrasah, and Islamic universities have played 

a significant role in shaping a generation of knowledgeable and 

tolerant Muslims. The curriculum has gradually integrated 

contextual and multidisciplinary approaches aligned with 

contemporary developments (Azra, 2015; Mujani, 2019). 

Although the national contribution of Indonesia’s Islamic 

education has been widely acknowledged, studies addressing its 

position and competitiveness in the global context remain limited. 

There is a lack of research on how Islamic educational institutions 

in Indonesia can actively participate in international academic 

collaboration, global curriculum development, and in promoting 

moderate Islam as a form of educational soft power. 

Research on the impact of globalization on religious identity and 

understanding shows that globalization influences shifts in 

religious perception and practice, particularly among younger 

generations. A recent study by Fikri (2024) revealed that Muslim 

youth in Indonesia often experience confusion in reconciling 

religious values with the materialistic and secular influences of 

global culture. This cognitive dissonance highlights the urgent 

need to develop Islamic religious education that bridges the gap 

between traditional religious understanding and the realities of 

globalization, thus creating individuals who are both tolerant and 

adaptable. 

Another study by Basyrul (2021) indicated that without a balanced 

and moderate Islamic understanding, students are vulnerable to 

radical ideologies that may emerge as a response to a perceived 

threat to their religious identity. This finding underscores that 

Islamic education in Indonesia has not yet fully succeeded in 

fostering a balanced understanding that maintains Islamic identity 

while remaining open to diversity in a multicultural society. 

While numerous studies have explored the issues of globalization 

and its impact on religious understanding, only a few have 

specifically addressed how Islamic religious education can be 

strategically employed to build a moderate religious outlook. Most 

research tends to identify the problems without offering 

comprehensive educational strategies to address them. 

Thus, there is a pressing need to explore educational approaches 

that can balance a strong religious identity with openness to 

external influences in the context of globalization. This paper seeks 

to identify and explore strategies that can be applied in Islamic 

religious education to cultivate a moderate religious understanding 

among students. Such an understanding is not only relevant in the 

global era but also essential in shaping a generation of Muslims 

who are not only theologically grounded but also tolerant, 

inclusive, and capable of contributing meaningfully to the global 

community. 

To appear on the global stage, Islamic education in Indonesia must 

pursue strategies such as improving teacher quality with 

international qualifications, acquiring international accreditation 

for Islamic education institutions, and engaging in collaborative 

research and student exchange programs with institutions abroad. 

These initiatives are vital to demonstrate that Indonesian Islam 

possesses rich intellectual and spiritual traditions capable of 

contributing positively to global peace and scientific advancement 

(Fauzia, 2020). 

Demographically, Indonesia, as the world’s largest Muslim-

majority nation, has a moral legitimacy to become a global 

reference center for Islamic education. Culturally, its moderate 

Islamic education represents a rich heritage that can be promoted 

internationally. This can be realized through curriculum 

development that meets global competence standards while 

remaining rooted in local wisdom, and by establishing partnerships 

with both Islamic and non-Islamic universities abroad. 

This study is guided by the following research questions: (a) What 

is the position and role of Indonesian Islamic education in the 

global arena? (b) What are the challenges and opportunities facing 

Indonesian Islamic education within the context of globalization? 

The objectives of this study are twofold. First, it aims to analyze 

the position and role of Indonesian Islamic education in the global 

context. Second, it seeks to identify the key challenges and 

potential opportunities that Islamic education in Indonesia 

encounters amid increasing global interconnectedness. 

This research is expected to contribute to the academic discourse in 

the field of Islamic education, particularly in terms of 

understanding its global role and the dynamics of the challenges 

and opportunities it faces in the era of globalization. The findings 

may provide valuable insights for scholars, educators, and 

policymakers in formulating strategies to strengthen the relevance 

and influence of Indonesian Islamic education both nationally and 

internationally. 

This paper, therefore, aims to examine both the potential and the 

challenges of Indonesian Islamic education in the global arena and 

to formulate strategies to strengthen its role as a form of cultural 

diplomacy and an intellectual contribution to both the Islamic 

world and the global society at large. 

Methodology 
This study employs a qualitative descriptive approach using the 

library research method. This approach was selected because it is 

well-suited for exploring and providing an in-depth description of 

the position, role, challenges, and opportunities of Islamic 

education in Indonesia within the global context. Data were 

collected through a comprehensive review of relevant literature, 

including books, scholarly journals, academic articles, research 

reports, and policy documents related to Islamic education and 

globalization. 

The data analysis was conducted using content analysis techniques, 

which involved identifying key themes, patterns, and conceptual 

relationships found in the reviewed literature (Bowen, 2009; 

Schreier, 2012). This method allows the researcher to 

systematically organize and interpret textual data, enabling the 

extraction of meaningful insights from various written sources. 
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Through this approach, the study aims to produce a comprehensive 

understanding of the contributions and dynamics of Islamic 

education in Indonesia as it engages with the global landscape. 

Results & Discussion 

1. The Position and Role of Islamic Education in 

Indonesia 

Islamic education refers to a system of learning grounded in 

Islamic teachings and values. Its primary objective is to develop 

devout Muslim individuals who exhibit noble character, ethical 

conduct, and competence in knowledge and skills aligned with 

Islamic principles (Nata, 2008; Zuhairini et al., 2008). It 

encompasses not only religious aspects but also the holistic 

development of human potential. Islamic education can be found 

across various levels, including formal institutions such as 

madrasahs and pesantrens, as well as non-formal educational 

settings within the community. It includes the study of the Qur’an, 

Hadith, fiqh (Islamic law), aqidah (Islamic theology), and other 

relevant disciplines. More than just academic pursuits, Islamic 

education emphasizes character formation, morality, justice, 

equity, and compassion—making it a comprehensive effort to 

produce individuals who are pious, morally upright, and capable of 

contributing positively to society (Arif, 2008). 

a. The Position of Islamic Education in Indonesia: 

Moderation and Inclusivity 

Islamic education in Indonesia is uniquely characterized by its 

values of moderation (wasatiyyah) and inclusivity. Moderation 

refers to a balanced approach that harmonizes Islamic teachings 

with universal human values, promoting tolerance and peace 

(Muvid et al., 2023). Inclusivity, on the other hand, emphasizes the 

importance of respecting diversity and creating educational 

environments where individuals from different religious or cultural 

backgrounds feel accepted and valued (Fikri, 2024). This inclusive 

model not only fosters interreligious harmony but also strengthens 

national unity in a pluralistic society. For instance, some Islamic 

schools adopt curricula that acknowledge and integrate local 

traditions and interfaith understanding, thereby preparing students 

to live peacefully in a diverse society. Through this approach, 

Islamic education in Indonesia contributes significantly to 

nurturing a tolerant, just, and harmonious generation (Maulana & 

Afifi, 2021). 

b. The Role and Functions of Islamic Education 

Islamic education plays a critical role in shaping both individual 

character and broader social values within Muslim communities. 

Its core functions include: (1) developing ethical character and 

personal morality based on Islamic values such as honesty, justice, 

and perseverance; (2) providing religious literacy by teaching 

foundational Islamic sciences like the Qur’an, Hadith, fiqh, and 

aqidah; (3) fostering spiritual development through rituals, 

devotion, and internalization of religious values; (4) preparing 

individuals for leadership by instilling Islamic principles of just 

and wise governance; (5) empowering communities through both 

religious knowledge and practical skills; (6) promoting tolerance 

and social responsibility to build cohesive communities; and (7) 

countering extremism and intolerance by emphasizing accurate and 

peaceful interpretations of Islamic teachings (Sudaryo, 2023; Hajri, 

2023; Hajam, 2023). These multifaceted roles enable Islamic 

education to serve as a transformative force in both individual and 

societal development. 

c. The Role of Pesantrens, Madrasahs, and Islamic Higher 

Education Institutions 

Pesantrens, madrasahs, and Islamic universities in Indonesia 

function synergistically to develop morally upright and 

intellectually capable youth. As traditional Islamic boarding 

schools, pesantrens focus on instilling religious discipline, spiritual 

refinement, and community values. Madrasahs, meanwhile, offer 

formal and structured religious education integrated with general 

subjects, playing a key role in Indonesia’s national education 

system. Islamic universities advance higher education by 

integrating modern science with Islamic knowledge, thus serving 

as centers for academic and theological innovation (Nasution, 

2020; Ramadhan et al., 2024). Together, these institutions preserve 

Indonesia’s Islamic cultural heritage while preparing students to 

navigate contemporary global challenges. Moreover, they cultivate 

strong moral character and resilience in students, equipping them 

to become ethical leaders and agents of positive change. These 

educational frameworks also help counter the negative impacts of 

globalization by reaffirming Islamic identity while embracing 

pluralism and social harmony (Sembiring et al., 2024; Bahri et al., 

2024). 

2. Challenges and Opportunities of Islamic Education in 

Indonesia 

Islamic educational institutions in Indonesia are increasingly 

confronted with profound challenges arising from globalization, 

technological advancement, and the infiltration of novel ideologies. 

Globalization has drastically altered modes of thinking, lifestyles, 

and societal value systems—often conflicting with foundational 

Islamic principles. While the global exchange of information and 

culture offers opportunities to enrich Islamic perspective and forge 

international networks, it also introduces liberal, secular, and 

individualistic values that can erode Islamic identity, particularly 

among youth. Thus, Islamic education must equip students with a 

deepened spiritual foundation and robust Muslim identity to 

counter these influences (Karimah, 2023; Nugroho & Arqam, 

2024). 

Digital and AI-driven technologies have revolutionized educational 

and social domains by offering efficiency and streamlined 

teaching–learning methodologies. Yet, they come with drawbacks 

such as the propagation of misleading content, social detachment, 

and excessive screen use. Consequently, there is a growing 

imperative for Islamic education to emphasize digital literacy and 

ethical media use, enabling youth to engage with technology 

prudently and responsibly (Muttaqin, 2023; Muharomi et al., 

2024). 

The ideological domain poses additional concerns. The global 

spread of radical and liberal ideologies threatens the integrity of 

contextual and moderate Islamic understanding. Here, Islamic 

education institutions must reinforce moderate (wasatiyyah), 

tolerant, and inclusive narratives. Strategies include curriculum 

renewal, teacher training in pluralistic pedagogy, and the 

promotion of peace-oriented discourses. Such efforts are essential 

to inoculate students against extremist and wholesale liberal 

ideologies (Kawaki, 2020; Nugroho & Arqam, 2024). 

These educational reforms—encompassing pedagogy, curriculum, 

and faculty development—are expected to empower Indonesian 

Muslims as positive agents of peace and societal harmony. With 

collective vision and adaptability grounded in Islamic values, these 

measures position Islamic institutions as intellectual and moral 

custodians in response to modern challenges. 
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Moreover, Islamic educational dynamics in Indonesia are shaped 

by its historical evolution, ethnic diversity, globalization, the 

imperative to improve teacher qualifications, innovative pedagogy, 

extremism countermeasures, and the expansion of digital learning 

platforms. Educational policy must address these intersecting 

domains to remain relevant and effective (Supriatna & 

Ratnaningsih, 2017; Bayu Nugroho & Arqam, 2024). 

3. Islamic Education Opportunities 

Despite these challenges, promising opportunities arise. Global 

interest in moderate Islam has grown, evidenced by the 

establishment of Islamic studies programs in Western universities 

and an influx of foreign students to Indonesian Islamic institutions. 

The internationalization of pesantrens and universities—through 

student and faculty exchanges, global curriculum accreditations, 

and bilingual instruction—has positioned Indonesia as a global hub 

for Islamic education and cultural diplomacy (Kawaki, 2020; 

Nugroho & Arqam, 2024). 

Furthermore, digital platforms—such as e-learning systems, tahfiz 

apps, and online madrasahs—have democratized access to Islamic 

education worldwide. Digital Islamic literature in multiple 

languages fosters broader knowledge dissemination, boosting the 

global competitiveness of Indonesian Islamic education (Karimah, 

2023). 

The growth of Muslim diaspora communities in non-Muslim-

majority countries also creates demand for high-quality Islamic 

education, positioning Indonesia’s inclusive and moderate 

educational frameworks as a global resource. This global 

awareness of moral and spiritual education highlights the strategic 

value of Indonesian Islamic education in addressing universal 

intellectual, social, and humanitarian needs (Supriatna & 

Ratnaningsih, 2017; Bayu Nugroho & Arqam, 2024). 

a. Curriculum Innovation and Reform 

To capitalize on these opportunities, the reform of Islamic 

educational curricula is vital. Curricula should integrate Islamic 

and modern sciences through interdisciplinary, contemporary 

pedagogies that foster 21st-century skills—such as critical 

thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication—while 

maintaining Islamic moral foundations. Stakeholder involvement—

including educators, industry partners, alumni, and communities—

can ensure curriculum relevance and applicability, driving 

transformative social outcomes (Karimah, 2023; F., Muttaqin, 

2023). 

b. Integration of Local Values and Modern Requirements 

Integrating local cultural wisdom—like gotong royong, tolerance, 

and musyawarah—within Islamic education is essential to 

maintaining identity while responding to globalization. By 

contextualizing educational content rooted in local social reality, 

institutions can nurture students who are spiritually grounded, 

culturally aware, and globally competent. This balance safeguards 

against cultural alienation while promoting progressive educational 

models (Bayu Nugroho & Arqam, 2024; Supriatna & 

Ratnaningsih, 2017). 

Conclusion 
The Position and Role of Islamic Education in Indonesia, Islamic 

education in Indonesia represents a comprehensive and dynamic 

system aimed at developing individuals who are religiously 

devoted, morally sound, and intellectually competent. This 

educational framework spans a variety of institutions, including 

traditional pesantren (Islamic boarding schools), madrasah (formal 

Islamic schools), and Islamic universities. One of the defining 

characteristics of Islamic education in Indonesia is its emphasis on 

moderation (wasatiyyah) and inclusivity, which positions it as a 

critical tool in promoting tolerance and peace in society. Each type 

of institution plays a distinct yet complementary role: pesantren 

focus on character and spiritual formation through traditional 

methods; madrasah deliver formal religious and general education; 

and Islamic universities serve as centers for the integration of 

Islamic and modern scientific knowledge. Together, these 

institutions foster a resilient Islamic identity and contribute to 

shaping a generation of Indonesian Muslims who are both globally 

competitive and locally rooted. 

Challenges and Opportunities, Despite its strengths, Islamic 

education in Indonesia faces several complex challenges in the era 

of globalization. The rapid spread of global values and ideologies, 

especially among youth, has created an environment in which 

religious identity is increasingly contested. Many young Muslims 

are caught between extremist ideologies and secular materialism, 

both of which threaten the integrity of a balanced Islamic 

worldview. Additionally, technological advancements, while 

offering opportunities for digital learning, have also resulted in 

increased dependency on digital devices and exposure to 

misleading or harmful content. The infiltration of transnational 

radical ideologies poses another serious challenge, necessitating a 

more robust and moderate educational framework to counteract 

such influences. Nonetheless, these challenges are accompanied by 

significant opportunities. There is growing international interest in 

Indonesia’s model of moderate Islam, which opens the door to 

global collaboration in education. Cross-border partnerships, 

student exchanges, foreign language instruction, and cultural 

diplomacy can serve as effective avenues for promoting Indonesian 

Islamic values on the global stage. These opportunities underscore 

the potential of Indonesia’s Islamic education to play a meaningful 

role in global religious and educational discourse. 

Innovation, Curriculum Reform, and the Integration of Local 

Values, To maintain its relevance and effectiveness, Islamic 

education in Indonesia must embrace innovation and reform. 

Curriculum development is essential to ensure that Islamic 

education addresses contemporary needs and fosters the 

competencies required in the 21st century. This includes adopting 

interdisciplinary approaches, enhancing digital literacy, and 

integrating Islamic principles with contemporary scientific and 

social knowledge. The educational objectives extend beyond 

religious instruction to include the cultivation of critical thinking, 

creativity, collaboration, and communication. Furthermore, Islamic 

education in Indonesia places significant emphasis on the 

integration of local cultural values, such as gotong royong 

(communal cooperation), tolerance, and musyawarah 

(deliberation), which align with core Islamic teachings. These 

values help reinforce the national identity while nurturing students' 

moral and civic character. By embedding these local values into 

the educational process, Islamic education not only supports 

religious development but also contributes to the creation of a 

generation that is spiritually grounded, socially engaged, and 

globally adaptive. 
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